
Drama is life with the dull bits left out.

	 	 	 Attributed to Alfred Hitchcock  

I write plays because dialogue is the most respectable way of contradicting myself.

	 	 	 Tom Stoppard   
			   television interview reported in The Guardian, 21 March 1973

I like filmed theatre; I think there is a charge and a glamour about filmed plays and revues and 
vaudeville and music hall that one rarely gets from adaptations of novels or from those few screen 
“originals.” Filmed plays are often denigrated, somewhat dishonestly, by people who learn a little 
cant about what is said to be proper to the film medium and forget about the pleasure they’ve been 
getting from filmed plays all their lives. Some of them don’t realize (though early movie audiences 
did) that, for example, the Marx Brothers comedies came direct from the stage, and that W. C. 
Fields was doing his stage routines on the screen, just as Chaplin and others before him had done. 
Reviewers sometimes complain about filmed plays’ not being movies – as if they’d got on the screen 
illegally – but most people, I think…enjoy theatre on film.

	 	 	 Pauline Kael   “The Seagull,” The New Yorker, 11 January 1969

The theater is one of the oldest and liveliest of the arts – a storytelling form that night-in, 
night-out keeps audiences on the edge of their seats and couches, from Broadway  
to BluRay. Play by Play is your ticket to exploring one of the richest veins of literature 
through readings, lectures, discussions, films of (or adapted from) plays, and field trips  
to actual performances.

For two hours each morning, you’ll gain new perspectives on plays you’re reading both as 
literature and entertainment, enriched by spot-on review, interviews, and essays about 
all things theatrical. After intermission for lunch, you’ll watch films of, or based on, some 
of the best plays ever – funny, sad and in between – from Aristophanes to Woody Allen, 
Shakespeare to Mamet, Moliere to Stoppard. Since everyone’s a critic, you’ll do some  
writing of your own too, commenting – judiciously, insightfully, lucidly – on what you’ve 
just seen and read; you may even script scenes of your own for a workshop reading.   
As an extra-added attraction, you’ll also attend a performance at one of Houston’s longest-
running repertory companies – an experience that may prove habit-forming.

This program is made possible in part by support from Houston Endowment Inc.  
and The Brown Foundation.

Play by Play is open to high school students 
of special promise and ability who will be en-
tering grades 10 or 11 next fall or who will have 
just graduated from high school this spring. 
Students admitted to the program must have at 
least a 3.0 cumulative grade point average.

Tuition is $500. Scholarships are available, but 
only for students demonstrating true finan-
cial need. Admissions are determined on a 
need-blind basis. No student will be prevented 
from participating in the program because of 
inability to pay tuition.

Classes are held at the University of Houston 
Central Campus, Monday-Friday, except 4 July. 
This program is meant to be enjoyable, but it 
is also challenging and requires focused effort 
and commitment.

To apply, fill out the student section of this 
form and then have a teacher or counselor who 
knows you well complete the recommendation 
section. Your teacher or counselor should then 
mail (and/or fax) the completed form along 
with an official transcript reflecting your grades 
(and PSAT, SAT and/or Stanford Test scores, if 
available) plus any additional documentation 
required for scholarship consideration to:

Wonderworks 
PO Box 667550 
Houston, TX 77266-7550 
Fax: 713.523.6145

To ensure full consideration, applications must 
be received by 4 May; early applications are 
encouraged.

All applicants will be notified by 25 May;  
early applicants will be notified sooner.  
Late applications will be considered only  
if space remains available. If you have ques-
tions or need additional information, e-mail  
info@wonderworkshouston.org or call 
713.301.4882.

Wonderworks

and the

Department of English and 
Creative Writing Program, 
University of Houston

present

a reading-intensive exploration of 
dramatic literature plus plays on film  
and writing practicum

11 June – 13 July 2012 
10 am – 4 pm, Monday – Friday	
University of Houston

P L A Y  B Y  P L A Y

www.wonderworkshouston.org

Anna Magnani as Camilla in The Golden Coach (Le Carrosse d’Or, Jean Renoir, 1952, adapted from 
the play, Le Carrosse de Sainte-Sacrament, by Prosper Mérimée). 



After you have completed the student part of 
this form, give it to your teacher or counselor 
to complete and have them submit it WITH A 
TRANSCRIPT plus any supporting documenta-
tion required for scholarship consideration 
either by mail:

Play by Play 
Wonderworks 
PO Box 667550 
Houston Texas 77266-7550

or by fax:

Play by Play 
713.523.6145

________________________________________

To be filled out by the student (please print):

name (last, first, middle)

mailing address

city/zip code

e-mail address (your own or that of a parent or teacher)

home telephone

date of birth 	 sex

high school 	 grade you will enter next fall

school district

mother/female guardian’s name

address

telephone

e-mail address (if any)

occupation 	 college graduate?

father/male guardian’s name

address

telephone

e-mail address (if any)

occupation 	 college graduate?

To be filled out by the student and parent/  
guardian ONLY if applying for a need-based 
scholarship.

Students who qualify for free or reduced lunches 
and/or are enrolled in the Texas Children’s Health 
Insurance Program (CHIP) automatically receive 
full scholarships, subject to verification; other 
students may be eligible for full or partial schol-
arships based on family income as reflected on 
their parents’ or guardians’ most recent Federal 
Income Tax return(s). If parents are divorced, 
BOTH must provide copies of their tax returns.

All scholarships are need-based and therefore not 
available to students whose parents or guardians 
can afford tuition and fees without undue finan-
cial difficulty. This program is able to sustain its 
policy of need-blind admissions only by reserving 
scholarships for those who actually need them. If 
you truly need a scholarship, ask for it, but if you 
don‘t, don’t.

I receive a free or reduced-cost lunch at school:
	  yes 	  no

Verified by school official:

signature of school official

printed name 		  title

I am enrolled in the Texas Children’s Health  
Insurance Program (CHIP).
	  yes 	  no

Please include a copy of the enrollment certificate.

If the answer to either of the questions above is 
yes, you already qualify for a tuition waiver and 
do NOT need to provide information concerning 
family income.  Otherwise, please furnish the fol-
lowing information:
__________________________________________ 

My family’s TOTAL INCOME for 2011 (or 2010 if the 
2011 return has not yet been filed – circle one) as 
reported to the US Internal Revenue Service on 
line 4 of Form 1040EZ; line 22 of Form 1040; or 
line 15 of Form 1040A was: $ _________________

As verification, you must also include a copy of 
first page of Form 1040EZ or the first two pages 
of Forms 1040 or 1040A.
__________________________________________

For all tuition waiver applicants:

I affirm that the information provided above is 
true and correct.

signature of parent or guardian

printed name of parent or guardian

Please remember that all information provided 
in this section is subject to verification. False or 
inaccurate statements and/or material omissions 
will cause the application for enrollment as well 
as scholarship assistance to be rejected.

To be filled out by a teacher who knows you well 
and/or a counselor.

Cumulative grade point average: ___________

Class ranking (approximate):

 top 10 per cent 		  top 50 per cent

 top 25 per cent 		  other

The curriculum the student is taking can best be 
described as:

 honors 		   regular

 gifted 		   college prep

 vocational

The student’s behavior is:

 always courteous and respectful

 usually courteous and respectful

 sometimes rowdy and/or has difficulty  
     getting along

 frequently rowdy and/or has difficulty 
     getting along

Overall, I would recommend this student:

 most highly

 highly

 with reservations (please explain)

Any additional comments you feel would help us 
assess the student’s abilities (attach a separate 
sheet if necessary).

signature

printed name

title

daytime/evening phone numbers

e-mail address

Have you remembered to 
include a transcript?

PLAY BY  PLAY
application for enrollment

EARLY 
DECISIONS 
FOR 
EARLY 
APPLICATIONS

WonderWorksHouston.org


